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1. WORLD FOOD DAY
EVENTS



WORLD FOOD DAY EVENTS
World Food Day 
Collective action across 150 countries is what makes World Food Day one of the most celebrated days of 
the United Nations’ (UN) calendar. Hundreds of events and outreach activities bring together governments, 
businesses, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), civil society organizations (CSOs), the media, and public. 
They promote worldwide awareness and encourage taking action for those who suffer from hunger and for the 
need to ensure healthy diets for all, leaving no one behind. FAO celebrates World Food Day each year on the 
16th of October to commemorate the founding of the Organization in 1945 and to raise awareness about the 
Organization’s mandate to ensure everyone everywhere has access to enough safe, diverse and nutritious food, 
leaving no one behind.

Institutional Background 
In November 1979 the 20th session of the FAO Conference adopted Resolution 1/79 inviting FAO member countries 
to observe World Food Day (WFD) every year on 16 October. This was followed by Resolution 35/70 during the 
United Nations General Assembly in December 1980, which urged governments and national, regional and 
international organizations to contribute to the effective commemoration of World Food Day to the best of their 
capacity/to the greatest extent possible. World Food Day 2022 marks the 77th anniversary of the Organization’s 
founding, and the 42nd observance of World Food Day.

EAT World Food Day ceremony, Pittsburgh, 16 October 
Discussions are underway regarding the event that will mark World Food Day in Pittsburgh, PA on 16 
October 2022. We have continued to celebrate World Food Day throughout the pandemic over the last 
two years.   It would not have been possible without the amazing support of our community. Our 
partners, sponsors and volunteers have made it possible for us to continue to do great work in 
Pittsburgh and continue to fight food insecurity.   With World Food Day 2022, we're looking forward to 
another great year and ensuring that everyone has access to safe, diverse, and nutritious food. 

Sunday, 16 October 2022 (hybrid events):

Global World Food Day Ceremony with EAT Exceptional Service Awards (10:00 - 11:30 EST TBC) - We’ll be kick starting 
the World Food Day global events with the annual ceremony and the presentation of EAT Initiative Exceptional Service 
Awards.

Food Security Round Table Discussion (11.30 EST TBC) - Following the success of the previous World Food Day 
round table we are excited to announce that another discussion will take place right after the ceremony.

Junior World Food Day  (15.00 EST TBC) – The first edition of EAT's Junior World Food Day. Artists will paint a 
mural of food actions with children and the local community.
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2. WORLD FOOD DAY
2022



Theme  
Leave no one behind.
Better production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life.

Although we have made progress towards building a better world, too many people have been left behind. People 
who are unable to benefit from human development, innovation or economic growth.

Millions of people around the world cannot afford a healthy diet, putting them at high risk of food insecurity. 
But ending hunger and malnutrition isn’t only about supply. Enough food is produced today to feed everyone on 
the planet. The problem is access and availability of nutritious food, which is increasingly impeded by multiple 
challenges including the COVID-19 pandemic, conflict, climate change, inequality, rising prices and international 
tensions. People around the world are suffering the domino effects of challenges that know no borders. 

Worldwide, 75 percent of poor and food insecure people rely on agriculture and natural resources for their living. 
They are usually the hardest hit by natural and man-made disasters and often marginalized due to their gender, 
ethnic origin, or status. It is a struggle for them to gain access to training, finance, innovation and technologies.  

But, we are all connected. The globalized world in which we find ourselves today is one where our economies, 
cultures, and populations are becoming increasingly interdependent. Some of us are more vulnerable because 
of who we are or where we live, but the reality is that we are all fragile. When someone is left behind, a chain is 
broken. This impacts not only the life of that person, but also ours. Take for example the war in Ukraine, one of 
the major global producers and exporters of crops and agricultural products. The conflict is causing great hardship 
and displacement for local populations and the impacts on global food security are already being felt. A dramatic 
increase in wheat, maize, barley and fertilizer prices is moving countries that were already vulnerable into crisis. 

In the face of global crises, global solutions are needed more than ever. Sustainable and holistic solutions that 
consider development in the long term, fostering inclusive economic growth, addressing inequalities and building 
greater resilience.

Better production
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns, through efficient and inclusive 
food and agriculture supply chains at local, regional and global level, ensuring resilient and 
sustainable agri-food systems in a changing climate and environment.

Better nutrition
End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition in all its forms, including promoting 
nutritious food and increasing access to healthy diets.

Better environment
Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial and marine ecosystems and combat 
climate change (reduce, reuse, recycle, residual management) through more efficient, inclusive, 
resilient and sustainable agri-food systems.

Better life
Promote inclusive economic growth by reducing inequalities (urban/rural areas, rich/poor 
countries, men/women).



FAO is working with countries to make sure that no one is left behind through the transformation to more 
efficient, inclusive, sustainable and resilient agrifood systems for better production, better nutrition, a better 
environment, and a better life.  We work in over 130 countries supporting governments and communities to 
strengthen policy and action in all parts of agrifood systems in pursuit of these goals.

Our actions are our future
A sustainable world is one where everyone counts. Governments, the private sector, academia, and civil society and 
individuals need to work together in solidarity to prioritize the right of all people to food, food security, nutrition, 
peace and equality. Indeed, every one of us, including youth, can work towards an inclusive and sustainable 
future, showing greater empathy and kindness in our actions.  Together, let’s be the change. 

TAKE ACTION
As a global community, we each have a role to play to ensure no one is left behind through the 
transformation of agriood systems - from countries and decision makers to the private sector, NGOs and 
CSOs, farmers and individuals, including youth! We all need to make food choices that improve both our 
health and that of our agrifood systems, take on new habits that support them, respect food and food 
heroes and join in global solidarity efforts wherever possible. 

Quick facts

More than three billion people (almost 
40 percent of the world’s population) 
cannot afford a healthy diet.

While as many as 828 million people 
were hungry, one in eight adults are 
obese, a problem on the rise in all 
regions, including in low- and middle-
income countries.

Some 193 million people experienced 
high acute food insecurity, requiring 
humanitarian assistance for their 
survival, in 2021, while over half a million 
people faced Catastrophe conditions, 
meaning starvation and death a 400 
percent increase from 2020.

From 2008 to 2018, agriculture – 
including crops, livestock, forestry, 
fisheries and aquaculture – absorbed 
26 percent of the overall impact 
caused by medium- to large-scale 
disasters in low- and lower-middle-
income countries.

Every day, more than 30 000 people 
are forced to flee their homes because 
of conflict and persecution. Conflict 
was the main driver of high acute food 
insecurity for 139 million people across 
24 countries and territories in 2021 – 
a marked increase compared to 99 
million people in 23 countries in 2020.

More than 80 percent of the extreme 
poor live in rural areas and many 
depend on agrifood system for their 
livelihoods.

80 percent of the world’s displaced 
people are in countries or territories 
affected by acute food insecurity and 
malnutrition – many of them countries 
facing climate and other disaster risks.

On average, two-thirds of those 
experiencing high acute food 
insecurity are rural food producers.

Globally, women are 15 percent more 
likely than men to be moderately or 
severely food insecure.

150 million children worldwide are 
engaged in child labour.

Indigenous Peoples are guardians 
to almost 80 percent of the world’s 
remaining biodiversity, yet globally, 
they suffer higher rates of poverty, 
landlessness, malnutrition and 
internal displacement.

Climate change disproportionately 
affects the rural poor, their agricultural 
yields and productivity, contributing 
to increasing pests and diseases and 
changing the nutrient composition of 
major staple crops.

Migration, if managed in a humane 
and orderly way, can contribute to 
economic growth in both destination 
countries and countries of origin.

Around the world, food systems emit 
up to one-third of global greenhouse 
gasses, contribute to 80 percent 
of tropical deforestation and are a 
main driver of soil degradation and 
desertification, water scarcity and 
biodiversity decline.



Take action – Be a changemaker!
The globalized world we live in today is interdependent. We are all part of one planet, and our agrifood systems 
are interconnected. Our actions impact these systems and we can learn to develop better synergies to strengthen 
them and make them more resilient against shocks and disasters.

All people need to come together to create change. A sustainable future, is one in which all people count. We 
must help those left furthest behind before we can all move forward. As a global community, we can each do our 
part – from governments to private companies, farmers, scientists, civil society, academia, and individuals, even 
young people!  

We can all be changemakers. 

Start by committing to an action that either supports a local food hero or one that can make you a food hero too 
and share it on social media to raise awareness (using  #EATWorldFoodDay and #FoodHeroes). Get inspiration 
from the WFD actions provided here for countries, the private sector, civil society, farmers, academia and all of 
us, and encourage partners to join.

Calls to action
We all have a role to play to ensure no person is left behind through our actions. We need to show more 
compassion for others, speak out and raise awareness about injustices and participate in initiatives that provide 
support to those suffering from poverty and hunger, conflict, climate change and inequality. The foods we choose 
can also make a difference. Join any global solidarity effort wherever possible that make a positive impact, such as 
respecting food and the environment by wasting less, whenever possible choose local, seasonal and sustainable 
food and be more aware of your carbon foodprint. 

Governments worldwide will need to rethink how national and regional trends affect the challenges, such as 
inequality and exclusion, individual people face in the communities where they live. While national progress 
must be boosted, governments need to also focus on specific individuals, living in specific places facing specific 
challenges.  To achieve this, government will need to invest in a science- and evidence-based approach to policy 
making to incentivize greater participation of all stakeholders, particularly those left behind, increased investment 
and good governance.
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Private businesses can help facilitate self-empowerment and positively impact those left furthest behind by 
mobilizing greater resources to drive both economic growth and job creation. The private sector must also ensure 
markets are more inclusive with a business model that respects human rights, promotes decent work and gender 
equality, values accountability and respects the environment.

Farmers, all those who work in agriculture, fisheries and forestry, play a vital role in achieving global food security. 
Their decisions are key to leaving no one behind and achieving a more inclusive and sustainable world by being 
part of the change in helping transforming agrifood systems.  Access to innovative technologies and training, 
finance, incentives and social protection are key in supporting farmers so they can continue to produce and 
provide their communities with sustainable, nutritious food. 

Research and academic institutions need to take a leave no one behind approach through data collection and 
analyses that examines how individuals and communities in more fragile and vulnerable situations are impacted 
by local and global challenges and decipher sustainable solutions. They can help mobilize knowledge, science, 
innovation and technology, creating a greater push at national level to help decision makers act.

Civil society organizations (CSOs) and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) play a critical role in helping 
ensure no one is left behind in creating and strengthening linkages between individuals and communities, 
harnessing greater inclusivity by giving people who are not always heard a voice. They often have important 
technical expertise and a strong presence in vulnerable or remote communities that need to be reached which 
can help give agency to marginalized persons or communities.

Youth can learn to become Food Heroes and advocates for thinking about others, showing greater compassion 
with our actions, and adopting healthy habits that contribute to creating a more sustainable world. The WFD 
2022 Activity Book “Leave no one behind” explains how everything and everyone in our world is connected. From 
our food and environment to global challenges, the book goes into and how each of us, no matter our age, can 
take action to ensure no person left behind in a language that is engaging and understandable for children. It 
also provides a series of actions to encourage them to think about how their choices and actions can make a 
difference. 

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF ARTISANAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE
The United Nations General Assembly declared 2022 the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and 
Aquaculture (IYAFA 2022).  IYAFA is raising awareness of the important role that small-scale fishers, fish 
farmers and fish workers play in food security and nutrition, poverty eradication and sustainable natural 
resource use - themes that are strongly linked with World Food Day, the transformation of agrifood 
systems and the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS OF FOOD LOSS AND WASTE
The third International Day of Awareness of Food Loss and Waste (IDAFLW), which will be observed on 
29 September 2022, will make a clear call to action for both the public (national or local authorities) 
and the private (businesses) sectors, as well as individuals, to prioritize actions and move ahead with 
innovation to reduce food loss and waste towards restoring and building back better and resilient-ready, 
food systems.
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3. WORLD FOOD DAY YOUTH ACTIVITIES
A variety of youth products and activities have been developed to engage youth in World Food Day. 

World Food Day Activity Book
We are all connected! From our food to our cultures, environment and economies, we live in a globalized world. 
Climate change, conflict and inequality can often leave groups of people behind because of who they are or 
where they live. Building a better, more sustainable future for all means no one can be left behind. Promote the 
World Food Day Activity Book as an educational tool with your networks.

World Food Day Poster Contest 
The World Food Day Poster Contest is an important way to engage young people in important global issues and 
this year, we are calling on youth to be creative and draw or design a world where no one is left behind and 
everyone has access to nutritious food after learning about agrifood this year‘s theme in the Activity Book. Promote 
the contest as much as possible among schools, educational organizations or groups, and local and regional media 
around the world. The deadline to participate is 4 November 2022.

The 2022 Poster Contest calls on students and young people between the ages of 5-19 to illustrate a food journey! 
The four age groups are: 5-8, 9-12, 13-15 and 16-19. 

Read more about the contest rules and how to enter on the WFD website. 

Winners will be announced in December 2022 on the World Food Day website, on FAO’s social media channels and 
promoted by the winners’ local FAO offices. They will also receive a Certificate of Recognition and a surprise gift 
bag. 
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https://bit.ly/3QkqPgo
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/youth/contest/en/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/youth/contest/en/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/youth/contest/en/
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https://www.fao.org/world-food-day/contest/en
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5. HOW TO PARTICIPATE

Partnership
World Food Day’s global impact would not be possible without a network of strategic partnerships. These 
partnerships involve the exchange of visibility, co-marketing, and the sharing of communication resources, all 
with the aim of reaching out to a broader audience. Every year FAO works to increase the number of 
organizations and companies that collaborate with us to make World Food Day the global campaign that it is 
and ensure it remains the most important annual communications operation at FAO and here at EAT. Our 
partners come from a wide range of areas: cities, TV stations, outdoor advertisers, transport networks, retail 
outlets, airports, shopping centers, social media platforms etc. It’s a win-win situation – partners broaden our 
audience, and they get to showcase their support for one of the most celebrated days in the World's calendar.

Volunteer
Join our event committee to support volunteering from planning to the day of the event. This event has great 
opportunities for volunteers of all ages and group sizes. Volunteer roles will vary. 

Donate Your Resources 
If you don't have time to volunteer, then donate resources. Actually, donate anyway! 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/faonews/albums/72157719995133744


Sponsorships
Our goal is to raise one hundred thousand dollars. All funds raised will go to our efforts to support our efforts to 
fight food insecurity through our Third Meal Program, Blessing Boxes, and Food Education programs. This will 
enable us to coordinate, mobilize, and distribute meals to those impacted by food insecurity. Reaching our goal 
will enable us to continue to move forward with important initiatives and to support community efforts. With 
every dollar donated, we can provide a meal to hungry seniors, children, and families. Reaching our goal will allow 
us to serve and support more than 400,000 families in the Greater Pittsburgh Area. 



Past Sponsors and Partners



USEFUL LINKS
World Food Day website
https://eatworldfoodday.org 

Food Secure City website 
https://foodsecurecity.com

CONTACT US
World Food Day EAT Team 

General information: EAT@eminenthospitality.com  

The EAT Initiative Founder – Claudy Pierre: cmpierre@eminenthospitality.com 
Administrative Assistant – Marissa Snyder: Marissa@eminenthospitality.com

https://digital-assets.fao.org/home/action/browseItems?categoryId=136500&categoryTypeId=2
http://www.fao.org/2/socialmedia
http://www.fao.org/2/socialmedia
mailto:World-Food-Day%40fao.org?subject=
https://eatworldfoodday.org
mailto:EAT@eminenthospitality.com
mailto:cmpierre@eminenthospitality.com
mailto:Katelynn@eminenthospitality.com
mailto:Marissa@eminenthospitality.com
https://foodsecurecity.com
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